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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. General Court. Special Commission Relative to Establishment of a 
State Department of Commerce. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 16 
Extent: 1 box (1 linear foot) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Special Commission to Establish a 
Department of Commerce. Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, July 24, 1986. Updated by Abigail 
Cramer, March 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the activities of the Special Commission in its investigation 
of whether or not the Commonwealth of Massachusetts should establish a Department of 
Commerce during the post-World War II era. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The collection is comprised of correspondence, charts, literature, reports from other states, and a 
folder of memorabilia.  The Commission was very brief in duration and received minimal funding.  
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Despite the brevity of the collection, it does provide the user with an idea of the Commonwealth's 
attempt to prepare for the postwar years, especially its desire to both support existing companies 
in Massachusetts and stimulate new economic growth opportunities by attracting other 
businesses to the Commonwealth. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
On May 23, 1945, a Resolve under Chapter 16 was passed "providing for an investigation and 
Study by a Special Commission Relative to the Establishment by the Commonwealth of a 
Department of Commerce."  This fifteen-member special commission was chaired by Joseph P. 
Kennedy, former Ambassador to Great Britain.  The Commission was to report its finding to the 
General Court. 
 
In his inaugural address, Governor Tobin had recommended the establishment of an authority of 
the State "to be known as the Department of Commerce."  The objective of the Department was 
the protection of business and industry within the Commonwealth during the postwar era.  
Governor Tobin stated that "this department would concern itself with the maintenance in so far 
as possible, of present industry within the State, at a high level of employment and prosperity; the 
securing of new industries and other enterprises; and the proper postwar promotion of all our 
resources."  In its final report issued as H. 300, January 1946, the Commission agreed that 
"Massachusetts must have a Department of Commerce."  "The need," they held, "for this addition 
to the services supplied by the state government to its people grows out of the rapidly changing 
economic world in which we live."  A Department of Commerce was created by Chapter 409 of 
the Acts of 1953. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The records are arranged in their original order. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
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Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1-3 Correspondence (3 folders) January-December, 1945 
1 4-5 Out of state material (2 folders) undated 
1 6 Miscellaneous undated 
1 7 Massachusetts promotional material undated 
 
